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THE 
RESOLUTIONS 
or THE | 


MADRAS COMMITTEE. 


At a Meeting of the BRTTIsH INHABITANTS 
held at the Town- Hall of Fort St. George, on 
Monday the 19th Day of September, 1785, m 
conſequence of a Summons by John Snow, . 
Sheriff of the ſaid Town, 


HE Sheriff informed the Inhabitants - that he had 

convened them in compliance with the requeſt of 
William Wynch, Eſq. Foreman of the Grand Jury, to 
whom he referred them for the buſineſs of the day, 


Mr. Wynch was requeſted to take the chair; he then 
ſtated that, as Foreman, and at the defire of the Grand 
Jury, he had applied to the Sheriff to convene this 


A2 Meeting, 


E 


Meeting, in order to take into conſideration certain Clauſes 
in an act paſſed in the 24th year of his preſent Majeſty, 
and entitled, An Act for the better Regulation and Ma- 

« nagementof the Affairs of the Eaſt-India Com pany, and of 
« the Britiſh Poſſeſſions in India; z andsfor eſtabliſhing a 
« Cott of juchcature for the more ſpeedy and effectual 
« Trial of Perſons accuſed of Offences committed in the 
« Eaft-Indies.” That fome time after his application to 
the Sheriff, he received from Joſias Dupre Porcher, Eſq. 
a letter, With | ſeyerat papers tranſmitted to Mr? Porcher 
from Henry Vanſittart, Eſq. of W 28 which he begged 
leave to read: 


— 
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To WILLIAM WYNCH, Eg. 


Foreman of the Grand Jury fo the Town of Madras. 


1 , | | Lay F 
| r 

' ACCOMPANYING I ſend you an Addreſs from the 

Committee of Britiſh Inhabitants at Calcutta to the Bri- 

tiſh Inhabitants at Madras, their late Reſolutions, and 

thoſe of the Brigade ſtationed at Cawnpore. Alſo Mr, 

Henry Vanſittart's Letter to me, requeſting I ſhould com- 

municate the Addreſs to them in ſuch, manner as am de 
- moſt. adviſeable. oY 214 


As you have already, in the name of the Grand Jury, 
addreſſed the Sheriff, and a Meeting is ſummoned in con- 
ſequence for the 19th inſtant at the Town-Hall, I conceive 
you are the fitteſt channel to communicate the Addreſs of 

9 SY | | the 


C83 . 
the Britiſh Inhabitants in Calcutta to the Britiſh Inhabi- 
tants of Madras. __ 4 


1 wo ako at the ſame time to ſubmit, whether, from 
the principle of reſpect to ſo reſpectable a body of Britiſh 
Subjects as are repreſented by the gentlemen compoſing 
the Calcutta Committee, it may not be proper to ſuggeſt 
to the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury to permit your 
applying to the Sheriff for a Meeting of the Britiſh Inha- 


bitants, at, the Toun-Hall, at an earlier day than the 
19th inſtant. 


+ have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 


FOSTAS DUPRE PORCHER. 


Fort St. George, 
Septemb. 6, 1785. 


70S DUPRE PORCHER, Bx. 
Calcutta, Aug. 13, 1785. | 


f.9% OY 

BY defire of the Committee appointed by the inhabitants 
of this ſettlement, to prepare Petitions againſt the op- 
preflive Clauſes of the late Act of Parliament, and to corre- 
ſpond with the other Preſidencies, I tranſmit to you a letter 
from them, addreſſed to the inhabitants of Madras; which 


I requeſt the favour of you to communicate in ſuch manner 
as 


8.4 

as may be moſt adviſeable. I encloſe a few copies of the 
Reſolutions of the inhabitants of Calcutta, on the 25th day 
of July laſt, as well as thoſe of the Third Brigade at Cawn- 
pore on the 17th of March, 1784. | 


I am, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
HENRY VANSITT ART. 


To the Britiſh Inhabitants of Madras. 


IN conformity to a ſummons by the Sheriff, at the de- 
fire of the Grand Jury, a meeting of the Britiſh inha- 
bitants in Calcutta was held on the 25th of July, and 
certain reſolutions were paſſed ; copies of which, we, who 
have had the honour of being elected a Committee for the 
purpoſe of carrying them into effect, now incloſe for your 


information. 


By the 8th Reſolution this Committee is impowered to 
correſpond with the other Prefidencies for the purpoſe of 
uniting the whole in the ſame conſtitutional meaſures, for 
obtaining 2 Repeal of the oppreſſive parts of the late Act 


of Parliament. We are ſatisfied that you, Gentlemen, 


think of the Act as we do, and that you will not heſitate 
therefore to adopt ſimilar meaſures with ourſelves. To 
the ſucceſs of theſe meaſures, uniform conſiſtency and 
vigour are alike indiſpenſible. 


3 The 
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The firſt we are aſſured will prevail; 5 
Act of Parliament all have been equally aggrieved; and, 
no doubt, therefore, all are 0 
to ſeek a redreſs of their grievances. 


In reſpect to the ſecond object, 8 in our opinion, 
only be obtained by the means of a ſafe, regular, and un- 
reſerved communication, interchangeably carried on with 
the ſeveral Preſidencies. It is our requeſt, therefore, that 
in- the event of your concurring in the ſteps taken by this 
Settlement, and a Committee. being conſequently reſolved 
on and appointed, they may be defired to open imme- 
diately a correſpondence with us; and to communicate 
freely, and at large, the ſentiments of your community, 
upon a ſubject of ſuch general concern to the Britiſh Sub- 
jects in India. 


We have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, | 
Your moſt obedient, 
| humble Servants, 

John Briſtow, Peter Murray, 

C. Purling, William Scott, 
Hl. Cowper, Patrick Duff, 
T. W. Davies, J. Church, | 

J. Evilyn, Henry Vanſittart. 

Jonathan Duncan, | 


Calcutta, Aug. 19, 1785. 
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4 a Meeting of the 2585 Inhabitants of Calcutta, "Feld at 
the Theatre on Monday the 25th of Fuly in purſuance of a a 
public Summons by the - High Sheriff, at the Tequeſt of the 

Grand Fury, on the 15th of June laſt, for the Purpoſe of 
_ taking into Conſideration the Propriety and Neceſſay of a 
Petition on certain Parts of an Att of the 24th of 1 his prejent 
Majefty, entitled © An AA for the better Regulation of the 
« Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, and of the =o 
« Poſſeſſuons in India, and for eftabl; Ming a Court of Tudi- 
& cature for the more ſpeedy and effeftual Trial if Perſons 
& accuſed of Offences committed i in the 22. Indies.” Ae 


The following Relation were, tripod, ind mains 
. to. 


1. RESOLVED, That his Majeſty's ſubjects in the 
Eaft Indies, are intitled to the protection and ſupport of 
the laws of England, it in common witn the other ſubjects 


of the realm. 


2. Reſolved, That o mah of the Act of the 24th of his 
preſent Majeſty, chapter 25, entitled “ An Act for the 
« better Regulation and Management of the Affairs of 
« the Eaſt India Company, and of the Britiſh Poſſeſſions 
« in India, and for eſtabliſhing a Court of Judicature for 
« the more ſpeedy and effectual trial of Perſons accuſed' of 
« Offences committed in the Eaſt Indies,“ as compels - 
the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, upon their return. 


to Great Britain, to deliver in, upon oath, an inventory of 


their whole property, under penalties of exceſſive ſeverity 
5 


is 


9] 
is grievous and oppreſſive to the ſervants of the (aid Com 
NN AC CLI 


3. Ke That U eee 
ſaid Act, for the ſpecial purpoſe of trying offences charged 
to have been committed in the Eaſt Indies; a tribunal 
unreſtrained by the ſettled rules of law, and ſubject to no 
appeal; and the depriving them of their unbounded birth- 
right, the trial by Jury, are violations of the great char- 
ter of our liberties, and infringements of the moſt ſacred 
principles of the Britiſh conſtitution. 


4+ Reſolved, That the faid AQ, is his Ma- 
jeſtyꝰs ſubjects reſiding under the Preſidency, to be ſent 
forcibly to England, and there be tried for offences com- 
mitted, or charged to be committed by them, within theſe 
provinces, is highly dangerous to the ſecurities of their 
perſons and fortunes. 


5. Reſolved, That it is injurious to the Servants of the 
United Company, to be ſubjected by the ſaid Act of Par- 
liament, to be diſmiſſed from their employments in the 
Eaſt Indies, or to be recalled at the pleaſure of the Crown, 
which is, in other words, at the will of the Miniſter. 


6. Reſelved, That the proviſion of the ſaid Act of Par- 
liament, which enacts that all writings which ſhall have 
been tranſmitted from the Eaſt Indies to the Court of 
Directors, by their officers or ſervants reſident in the Eaſt 
Indies, in the uſual courſe of their eorreſpondence with the 
ſaid Court of Directors, may be admitted by the Commiſ- 
ſioners to be offered in evidence, and ſhall not be deemed 

B inadmiſſible 


inadmiſſible or incompetent, is ſubverſive of the eſtab- 
liſhed rules of evidence, and manifeſtly dangerous to his 
Majeſty's 1 returning . this country to * 
Britain. 


7. Reſolved; That i it is therefore becoming, and highly 


expedient for his Majeſty's ſubjects in theſe provinces, to 
endeavour by all legal and conſtitutional means to obtain 


a repeal of ſuch clauſes in the ſaid Act of Parliament, as 
impoſe theſe and other hardſhips upon them ; and that, for 


the purpoſe of obtaming ſuch repeal, Petitions, humbly 
laying our grievances before his Majeſty and the two 


Houſes of Parliament, are adviſeable, neceſſary, and proper. 


\ 


8. Reſolved, That a Committee of fifteen gentlemen, 


ſelected from the inhabitants of Calcutta, be appointed to 
prepare Petitions to his Majeſty and the two Houſes of 
Parliament, and to correſpond with the inland ftations 
ſubordinate to this government, and with the other Preſi- 
dencies in India; and that it be recommended to them to 
take all ſuch meaſures as they ſhall judge neceſlary for 
tranſmitting the ſaid Petitions to Europe, and for promot- 


ing and obtaining an effeCtual redreſs to his Majeſty's 


ſubjects in India. And that the faid Committee be em- 
powered to fill up vacancies, as they may happen i in the 
comms of time. 


9. Reſolved, That as conſiderable expence muſt be un- 
avoidably incurred by our endeavours to obtain a redreſs 
of our grievances, a ſubſcription ſhall be opened by the 
Committee, who ſhall be elected by this Aſſembly ; and 
that as ſoon as the Petition ſhall be — for ſignature, a 
book 


l 
book ſhall be produced for the ſaid ſubſcription, to the end 
that eyery man may have the opportunity of promoting, by 
a voluntary ſacrifice of a ſmall ſhare of his property, that 
ſecurity of the whole which is the grand object of our 
Petitions. wake. Ah 

10. Reſolved, That all ſubſcriptions be received; 
whether in ſpecie or paper; and that the amount ſub- 
ſcribed, ſhall be paid by each ſubſcriber to ſuch perſon or 
perſons as the' ſaid Committee, when EG ſhall appoint 
to receive the me. 


II. Reſabved, That this Aſſembly do authorize the ſaid 
Committee to diſpoſe of and expend the whole or any part 
of the ſums of money ſo paid, in ſuch manner as ſhall ap- 
pear to them beſt calculated for the general benefit of the 
cauſe for which they were ſubſcribed, 


12. Reſolved, That Mr. Charles Purling be a Member 
of the Committee, and that he be requeſted to propoſe 
fourteen other gentlemen to the Meeting for 1 
approval. 


13. Reſolved, That the following gentlemen are elected 
for the purpoſes mentioned in the foregoing reſolutions, viz. 


Col. Patrick Duff, William Cowper, 

Capt. Jonathan Murray, Henry Vanſittart, 

Capt. Peter Murray, | John Evelyn, 

Capt. William Scott, | Jonathan Dyncan, * 
Capt. Herbert Lloyd, George Dallas, 

Charles Purling, | Thomas Henry Davies, 
John Briſtow, 8 
Jeremiah Churen, Philip Vounge, Eſq. 


B 2 14. Rejobued, 


121 


14. Reſolved, That this Aſtembly of the Britiſh inha- 


bitants of Calcutta, having the moſt perfect confidence 
and truſt in the uprightneſs, integrity, and abilities, of the 
Committee choſen for the conduct and management of 
their intereſt, and for the protection and defence of their 


rights, as ſubjects of Great Britain, do, in order to give 


vigour and efficacy to their acts, and to free them from 


future trouble, embarraſſment, and obſtruction, delegate to 
them full authority, and do expreſs a plenary reliance on 
them for the exerciſe of it; and do pledge to them the 
concurrence and ſupport of the ſaid Aſſembly, in the fulleſt 
manner poſſible, to all meaſures they ſhall legally adopt 
for obtaining a repeal of the . of the afore- 
ſaid Act of Parliament. 


15. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given 
to the Grand Jury, for having convened a legal and con- 
ſtitutional Meeting of the Britiſh ſubjects in this ſettle- 


ment, for the purpoſe of petitioning his Majeſty and the 


two Houſes of Parliament, for redreſs of thoſe heavy griev- 
ances impoſed on them by the before-mentioned Act of 


the Legiſlature. 


16. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given 
to Philip Young, Eſquire, the High Sheriff, for his patri- 
otic conduct in calling the Atembiy, at the requeſt of the 
Grand Jury. 


I7. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given 
to Charles Purling, Eſquire, for the great preciſion, can- 
dour, and RESTO with which he has conducted the 
buſineſs of the day. 


18. Reſolved, 


mmm 7—̃— 7 — _ 
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18. R/ſolved, That the above Reſolutions be printed, 
and made public. 


Reſolutions framed on the 13th, and agreed to on 
the 17th of March, 1785, by the Officers of the 
Third Brigade, ſtationed at Cawnpore. 


THE general voice of the gentlemen at this tation, 
taking into conſideration the moſt proper mode of obtain- 
ing a repeal of the clauſes of Mr. Pitt's India Bill, which, 
under the unjuſt, illiberal plea of delinquency on our parts, 
conſtitute the new Court of Judicature. 


The following heads are recommended to the peruſal of 
the gentlemen at large, and if approved of their ſignatures 
are requeſted, | 


1. That, as Britons, we are intitled to the protection 
and ſupport of the ancient and eſtabliſhed laws of England, 
in common with the other ſubjects of the realm. 


2. That the inventory required from the ſervants of the 
Honourable Eaſt India Company, and the new Court of 
Judicature conſtituted by Mr, Pitt's Bill for the trial of 
delinquents, are contrary to the laws and cuſtoms of Eng- 
land; in ſo much that it compels, under very ſevere 
penalties, men born free, to give evidence againſt them 
ſelves, and deprives the ſubject of that ineſtimable _ 
and his birth-right, a trial by his Peers. 


3. That it is the duty of every ſubject to ſupport the 
laws, 
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laws, and by every legal and honeſt endeavour, to prevent 
innovations in the conſtitution. 


4. That we do moſt ſolemnly believe the new Court 
of Judicature, conſtituted by Mr. Pitt's Bill, to be con- 
trary to the conſtitution. 


We further Reſolve, That ſo ſoon as the ſeveral opini- 
ons of the gentlemen at this ſtation be obtained, we will 
elect by ballot a Committee to correſpond with the other 
Committees at the ſeveral ſtations, and aid and aſſiſt their 
good endeavours, | . 


Reſolved likewiſe, That when called upon we will 
cheerfully ſubſcribe what proportionable ſums of money 
may be requiſite in ſupport of this our juſt cauſe, 


N. B. The above Reſolutions were ſubſcribed by the 
gentlemen preſent at this Meeting ; and afterwards by 
circulation, and at the ſubſequent Meeting on the 17th 
of March 1785, by about one hundred and fifty. 


It was alſo agreed at this Meeting, that a general Meet- 
ing of thoſe gentlemen who may be willing to ſign the ac- 
companying Reſolutions, be requeſted on Thurſday next 
the 17th inſtant, at Alcockſtope, to ballot for a Committee, 
to conduct the buſineſs. The mode of ballot propoſed is 
that each ſubſcriber ſhall bring or ſend a lift of twenty 
names, and from a majority of votes thus given, thirteen 
or more gentlemen may be returned as a Committee. 


Mr. Wynch then obſerved, that, as the principle of the 
Act had been frequently canvaſſed in the community, and 


ſo well underſtood, he conceived any particular diſcuſſion 
of 


| [ 15 J 
of it in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs unneceſlary ; that 
the ſituation in which he ſtood had made it his peculiar 
duty to turn his thoughts to the object of this Meeting, 
and that he was of opinion an Addreſs to his Majeſty, and 
Petition to both Houſes of Parliament, founded in modera- 
tion, and couched in terms of loyalty and reſpect, might havr 
the deſired effect of obtaining a repeal of the exceptionable 
clauſes; and, if the Meeting in general were of that opi- 
nion, he would beg leave to propoſe a ſelection of Gentle- 
men, to prepare Drafts of ſuch Addreſs and Petition for 


the Meeting. 


The ſentiments and propoſitions of the Chairman 
meeting with general concurrence, he named the 
following perſons : | 


| Charles Oakley, Eſquire, 
The Hon. Lieut. Col. Cathcart, 
Col. Capper, | 
Lieut. Col. Bruce, 
Major Eidingtown, 
Thomas Oakes, 
John Balfour, 
John Chammier, 


George Mowbray, 
Joſiah Dupre Porcher, 


S. Popham, 


Who were unanimouſly approved, and requeſted to retire 
and prepare the Drafts of the Addreſs and Petitions. 


Eſquires. 


The above Gentlemen, after ſome time, returned, 
and Mr, Oakley, at the defire of the Chairman, read the 
| Drafts 


1316] 
offered on certain parts of the Petition to the FWo Houſes 
of Parliament; but as the day was far advanced, it was re- 
ſolved the further conſideration ſhould be poſtponed to the 
21ſt inſtant; and that the eee 
interim, for the inſpection of the Public. 


The Meeting was adjourned accordingly. 


At an adjourned Meeting of the Britiſh Inhabitants 
beld at the Town-Hall of Fort St. George, on 
Wedneſday, the 21ft Day of September, 1785, 
The Chairman deſired to know if it was the opinion 

of the Gentlemen to enter on a diſcuſſion of the propoſed 

Addreſs and Petition at that time, or to adjourp to a 

further day. It was reſolved to enter on the diſcuſſion 

immediately, and to read and conſider them paragraph by 


paragraph. 


The Draft of the Addreſs to his Majeſty was firſt read, 
and unanimouſly approved without any amendment. 


The Draft of the Petitions to the Houſes of Lords and 


Commons wete then read, and, after undergoing ſuch 
amendments as were ſuggeſted by different Gentlemen, 
with a view of uniting the general ſenſe of the Meeting on 


the Petitions, were ultimately approved. 


The Addreſs to his Majeſty, and Petition to the two 
Houſes of Parliament, are as follows : 
I To 


r 
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To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty.” 


2374ut- 
| Mat Gracious Spvereigny 2 ing 2: 1 | 2 05 


WE your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, the kt inha- | 
bitants of the Preſidency of Fort St. George, i in the Eaſt- 
Indies, and its dependencies, humbly beg permiſſion to 
approach your Majeſty with ſentiments of the moſt per- 
fe& loyalty and attachment to your 4 nnn. 
government. 


In theſe ſentiments we reſpeclfully claim; through 1 your 
Majeſty's gracious protection, and the juſtice of Parlia- 
ment, a meaſure of ſecurity to our perſons, properties, 
and characters, equal to that ſo happily enjoyed by our 
fellow-ſubjects in every other part of the Britiſh em- 
pire: a claim the more neceſlaxy to urge, as; from the 
miſconduct of a few perſons, we find ourſelves involved 
in the effects of a general cenſure, which cannot eaſily be 
removed. The moſt perfect innocence would prove but 
a ſlender ſhield to our reputations, againſt ſtrong and un- 
favourable prepoſſeſſion; and the proſpect becomes dark 
and ——ĩ itſelf ſanctifies 


fo dangerous a principle. 


We obſerve, with inexpreflible concern, that the Act 
of Parliament paſſed in the 24th year of your Majeſty” 
reign, and intitled “ An Act for the better Regulation 
« and Management of the Eaſt India Company, and for 
« eſtabliſhing a Court of Judicature for the more ſpeedy 
and effectual Trial of Perſons accuſed of Offences com- 
** mitted in the Eaſt Indies,” is liable to an interpretation 
"SI | extremely 


8 1 
extremely adverls. to that freedom and protection which 
are equally claimed by every ſubject in your Majeſty's 
dominions. The privilege of trial by Jury is there taken 
away from us, and our perſons and property endangered 
without even the formality of a charge, or any alledged 
cauſe of ſuſpicion againſt us. 1 


We have endeavoured, by legal and conſtitutional re- 
preſentations, to obtain a repeal of ſuch parts of the Act 
as appears to come under this deſcription ; and e reſt 
in humble, but confident hope, that your Majeſty will, be 
graciouſly pleaſed to exerciſe your Royal Prerogative, in 
conjunction with both Houſes of Parliament, to promote 
the object of our deſires. | 


18225 0 


wwe are ſenlible that in this piirſuit we require no bet- 

ter advocate than the juſtice of our cauſe. Vet it may 
not be totally improper, on the preſent occaſion, to advert 
to the ſervices performed by that deſcription of your 
Majeſty's ſubjects, which, by the late Act, is excluded from 
the privileges ſo clearly held as the birthright of Britons. 
And here, without going back to the different periods at 
which the Britiſh poſſeſſions in this country were gradually 
acquired and annexed to the ſtate; we may be permitted 
to dwell for a moment on thoſe exertions which have 
lately preſerved them unimpaired, againſt a dangerous 
union of European and Aſiatic powers, avowedly formed 
for their deftruction. 


nder circumſtances of ſuch perplexing difficulty and 
embarraſſment as this criſis afforded, we venture to aſſert 
thut the country could not have been maintained, but by 

av effects 


{0 
effects of uncommon vigour, zeal, and perſeverance, By 
aids of money from individuals, liberally contributed for 


the ſupport of an exhauſted treaſury, and a ruined credit. 


By an active proſecution of the public ſervice in every de- 
partment ; and, above all, by the patient and cheerful ſuf- 
ferings of an army expoſed to unexampled diſtreſſes from 
the want of regular pay, and with _ and increaſing 
arrears due to them, 5 


Theſe exertions, though they cannot tend to ſtrengthen 
claims founded on the broad principles of public juſtice, 
will, we have reaſon to hope, be received as proofs of our 
unalterable attachment to the welfare of that country 
which gave us birth, and which, until this Act paſſed, 
held out to the fortunate and ſurviving few, deſtined to 


return to it, the cheering proſpect of peace, mn 
happineſs. | 


Our cauſe thus ſubmitted to the wifdom of your Ma- 
jeſty, and the conſideration of both Houſes of Parliament, 
we patiently wait the reſult, and conclude with offering 
up our fervent withes to the Almighty, that your Ma- 
jeſty may long continue to enjoy that pure and exalted 
pleaſure which ſprings from the affection of a true, loyal, 
ang nne people. 


* 
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7 6 the Right | Hinlale the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal of Great Britain, in Parliament aſ- 


_ - "= W- 3 | 


. N 


2 | The- Humble Petition of the Britiſh Inhabitants of 
GTi of Fa SR t 


Indies, _ its e 40 77 


SHE WETH,- 


THAT your Petitioners embarked for this diſtant 
country, in the ſure confidence that thoſe priviledges 
which are inherent in them, as Britiſh Subjects, would, 
in no ſhape, be abridged, either during their reſidence in 
India, or on their return to Great Britain. 


That your Petitioners have on all occaſions manifeſted 
a moſt unequivocal attachment to the glory and proſperity 
of their country ; and they beg leave to obſerve, that in a 
late memorable inſtance, when the Empire, under the 
preſſure of numerous calamities, was tottering to its 
foundation, India ſupported herſelf through the zeal of 
His Majeſty's ſubjects, and came out of the trial weak, 
it is true, but totally unimpaired in the extent of her do- 
minion, Such exertions are not, perhaps, intitled to any 
other approbation than that which is cammonly beſtowed 
on the ſtrict performance of a neceſſary duty. Your Pe- 
titionors claim no other. Vet under this claim they are 
ſurely intitled to the ſame meaſure of protection and ſe- 


curity for their perſons, properties, and characters, that 


is extended to His Majeſty's ſubjects in every other part 
| of 


[ar 1 
of che Empire. But it bas been the misfortune of your | 


Petitioners to labour under the effects of a ſevere and in- 
diſcriminating cenſure ; and to perceive this ſpirit, which 
they had hoped was confined to the ignorant, and to the 
prejudiced part of their countrymen, transfuſed into the 
leading principles of a Britiſh Act of Parliament. The 
Act of the Legiſlature paſſed in the 24th year of His 
Preſent Majeſty, and intitled, & An Act for the better 
“ Regulation and Management of the Affairs of the 
« Eaſt-India Company; and for eſtabliſhing a Court of 
« Judicature for the ſpeedy and effectual Trial of Perſons 
« accuſed of Offences committed in the Eaſt- Indies, 
proceeds on a principle that guilt is attached to the con- 
duct of every perſon holding offices of employment and 
truſt in this country. In conformity to this principle, the 
55th clauſe of the act requires, that every perſon now 
being, or who may hereafter be, in the ſervice of the 
United Company, ſhall, on his return to Great Britain, 
deliver in upon oath an inventory of his effects and pro- 
perty of every kind: and that this compulſive diſcloſure 
may operate more effectually to the conviction of the party 
making it, informers are invited, by conſiderable re- 
wards, to impeach the authenticity of the account ; and 
this impeachment is followed by criminating interroga- 
tories, to be anſwered upon oath by the party accuſed, of 
falſification, or concealment ; and the party himſelf is 
ſubjected to impriſonment, if he refuſes to anfwer, and to 
be kept in ſafe cuſtody until he ſhall have fully anſwered 
the faid interrogatories to the ſatisfaction of the Court. 


Your Petitioners with great concern and humility ob- 
ſerve, that this ſevere proceſs, by which their perſons and 


property 
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property are ſubject to ſo much vexation, is dedicated 


upon no previous accuſation of any crime committed by 
the party who delivers the account of his effects. Poverty 
muſt ſuffer great inconyenience and diſtreſs, by being ex- 
poſed to the world; and innocence may, from the in- 
tereſted and malicious zeal of e be ud to all 


the conſequences of guilt. n 

Your Petitioners further ſhew, that, by the 64th and 
other ſubſequent clauſes in the ſaid Act, a new tribunal is 
eſtabliſhed for the inveſtigation and puniſhment of offences 
committed in the Eaſt-Indies, which takes away that 
ineſtimable birthright of the ſubject, the Trial by Jury. 
After maturely and deliberately reviewing the arguments 
that have been urged in favour of this meaſure, your Pe- 
titioners confeſs, (with all deference to the wiſdom of your 
Lordſhips) that its neceſſity is not apparent; and they 
humbly hope, as this part of the Act ſo immediately affects 
their privileges, they may be allowed to ſtate the objec - 
tions that have occutred to them on the ſubject. 


Your Petitioners highly reſpect the principle which 
equitably inclines to the ſelection of men of high rank 
and liberal education to determine upon charges ſuppoſed 
to involve a variety of complicated matter; and, had the 
Act provided ſuch perſons to officiate in the character 


only of Jurors, your Petitioners do not conceive any 
poſſible objection that could have been made to them: 
but the new Judicature has nothing like that ſeparate and 
diſtinct character which is performed by a Jury. The 
Tribunal is to conſiſt of a certain number of Commiſſi- 
oners, drawn by ballot, from the Members of both Houſes 

of 
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of Parliament; to which are to be added three of the 
Judges of His Majeſty's Courts; the whole amounting to 
Thirteen, of whom Seven (including one of the Judges) 
are to form a quorum, and to meet and adjourn, from 
time to time, as they think fit, By this means your Pe- 
utioners humbly conceive the Court itſelf muſt be in a 
ſtate of conſtant fluctuation during every. trial, The ſame 
Commiſlioners will not be preſent at the examination of 
all the evidence; and it may ſo happen, if the trial be 
long, that the majority of thoſe preſent at the time of 
paſſing judgment may conſiſt of Members that have at- 
tended but little, or perhaps not at all, during the exami- 
nation of the evidence. A Court ſo conſtituted, cannot, 
we humbly conceive, take i in all the circumſtances of a 
trial, ſo as to paſs judgment with a ſafe conſcience. An 
ordinary Jury-man does not venture to pronounce upon 
the truth of an accuſation unleſs he hears the whole evi- 
dence himſelf: but in this new Court the two diſtinet 
offices of Judge and Jury (incompatible by the Conſtitution) 
are to be performed by the ſame perſons; the fact too is 
to be found by men who attend partially during the exami- 
nation of evidence; the judgment is pronounced & ac- 
« cording to the effect of the judgment of the common 
law,“ by a Court, the major part of which cannot be 
ſuppoſed, from the want of profeſſional knowledge, com- 
petent to ſuch legal deciſion. Your Petitioners obſerve, 
with concern too, that from this Court there lies no 


appeal. | | 


Your Petitioners humbly ſubmit, with the greateſt de- 
ference and reſpect, that his Majeſty's Courts, before the 
inſtitution of this new Tribuual, were adequate to the 

trial 
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trial of all offences committed in India, without touching, 
8 rights of 
the ſubject. . 


Your Petitioners further beg leave to ſhew, lik by the 
Both clauſe of the ſaid act, © all Writings tranſmitted from 
the Eaſt-Indies to the Court of Directors by their Of- 
< cers or Servants, in the uſual Courſe of Correſpondence, 
te and Copies of all Writings which ſhall have been tranſ- 
« mitted to the Court of Directors, or any Committee of 
<« them, to their Officers or Servants in the Eaſt-Indies, 
& and which in any Manner relate to the ſubject Matter of 
a the Charge to be contained in the Information; or the 
« Defence to be made, may be admitted as Evidence, and 
not be deemed inadmiſſible, or ' incompetent, unleſs 
« upon Objections atifing upon the Nature of the Con- 
« tents of ſuch Writings ; ſubject, nevertheleſs, to be im- 
« peached, in point of Credibility, by ſuch Obſervations 
« and Objections as the Nature of ſuch Evidence, or other 
« Circumſtances, may ſuggeſt; any Rule of the Com- 
“mon Law to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 


= A e ee apprehenſive that the above Clauſe 
alles of 66 great a latitude in the conſtruction of 
written evidence, by allowing a diſcretionary power in 
the Court to admit all writings, of whatever nature, 
entered upon the records and conſultations of the Com- 
pany ; and among the reſt, the letters of Government and 
of individuals, containing matters of repreſentation and 
opinion; whereas we conceive that the admiſſion of public 
writings ought ſtrictly to be confined to orders from the 
Court of Directors, and Government and Military orders, 
proved 


| 3 
proved to have been regularly communicated to the party 
at the time, and thoſe iſſued by him, if in command, or - 
in ſtation diſtant from the Preſidency. With this ſtrict 
limitation, fuch writings might be received in evidence, 
ſubject to impeachment, in point of credibility, according 
to the nature of ſuch evidence; but all other writings ſent 
From this country, in the uſual courſe of public correſ- 


pondence; ought, your Petitioners conceive, at once to 
be declared inadmiſſible. 


Tube great diſtance. at which your Petitioners reſide 
from the ſeat of the Britiſh empire, has induced them to 
Rate their circumſtances. under this new Act more at 
large, and with a more pointed view to the means o 
redreſs, than they ſhould otherwiſe have done. They 
truſt, however, to the candour of your Lordſhips for their 
excuſe; and to the wiſdom and juſtice of Parliament, and 
of their moſt gracious Sovereign for relief, in the object 
of their Petition; and they entertain a favourable, and 
even an auſpicious, hope of ſucceſs, from the ſacred 
motives which have guided them in this purſuit, and the 
high reſpect with which they have endeavoured to mark 
their proceedings. n. 


Four Peritionets, therefore, kundldy is pray that * 
Lordſhips, as the hereditary guardians of the rights and 
privileges of all Britiſh ſubjects, will vote a repeal of thoſe 
clauſes in the ſaid Act of Parliament, which have given 
ſuch juſt cauſe of uneaſineſs and alarm to your Petitioners, 
and that your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to grant ſuch 
further and general relief in the premiſes as to your Lord- 
ſhips ſhall ſeem meet. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 
D To 
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To the Honourable the Houſe of Commons of Great 
Britain, in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of the Britiſh Inhabitants of 
the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, in the 
Eaſt Indies, and its Dependencies, 


SHEWETH, 


THAT your Petitioners embarked for this diſtant 
country, in the ſure confidence that thoſe privileges which 
are inherent in them as Britiſh ſubjects, would, in no 
ſhape, be abridged, either during their reſidence in vgs, 
or on their return to Great Britain. 


That your Peticiogers have on all occaſions manifeſted 
a moſt unequivocal attachment to the glory and proſperity 
of their country; and they beg leave to obſerve, that in a 
late memorable inſtance, when the empire, under the 
preſſure of numerous calamities, was tottering to its 
foundation, India ſupported herſelf through the zeal of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, and came ,out of the trial weak, it is 
true, but totally unimpaired in the extent of her dominion, 
Such exertions are not perhaps entitled to any other ap- 
probation than that which is commonly beſtowed on the 
ſtrict performance of a neceſſary duty. Your Petitioners 
claim no other : yet, under this claim they are ſurely in- 
titled to the meaſure of protection and ſecurity. for their 
perſons, properties, and characters, that is extended to 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in every other part of the Empire. 
But it has been the misfortune of your Petitioners to 
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labour under the effects of a ſevere and indiſcriminating 
cenſure, and to perceive this ſpirit, which they had hoped 
was confined to the ignorant and the prejudiced 'part of 
their countrymen, transfuſed into the leading principles of 
a Britiſh Act of Parliament. The Act of the Legiſlature, 
paſſed in the 24th year of his preſent Majeſty, and en- 
- titled “ An Act for the better Regulation and Manage- 
<« ment of the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company, and 
« for eſtabliſhing a Court of Judicature for the ſpeedy 
cc and eftectual Trial of Perſons accuſed of Offences com- 
« mitted in the Eaſt-Indies,” proceeds on a principle 
that guilt is attached to the conduct of every perſon hold- 
ing offices of employment and truſt in this country. In 
conformity to this principle, the 55th Clauſe of the Act 
requires, that every perſon now being, or who may here- 
after be, in the ſervice of the United Company, ſhall, on 
his return to Great Britain, deliver in upon oath an inven- 
tory of his effects and property of every kind. And, that 
this compulſive diſcloſure may operate more effectually to 
the conviction of the party making it, informers are invited 
by conſiderable rewards, to impeach the authenticity of 
the account; and this impeachment is followed by crimi. 
nating interrogatories, to be anſwered upon oath by the 
party accuſed of falſification or concealment, and the party 
himſelf is ſubjected to impriſonment, if he refuſe to an- 
ſwer, and to be kept in ſafe cuſtody until he ſhall have 
fully anſwered the ſaid 1 to the ſatisfaction 
of the Court, 


Your Petitioners, with great concern and humility ob- 
ſerve, that this ſevere proceſs, by which their perſons and 
RET are ſubject to ſo much vexation, is dedicated 
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upon no previous accuſation of any erime committed by 
the party who delivers the accounts of his effects, — 
Poverty muſt ſuffer great inconvenienge and diſtreſs, by 
being expoſed to the world ; and innocence may, from 
the intereſted, malicious zeal of informers, be ſubject to 
all the conſequences of guilt, 


Your Petitioners further ſhew, that, by the 64th and 
other ſubſequent Clauſes in the ſaid Act, a new tribunal is 
eſtabliſhed, for the inyeſtigation and puniſhment of offen- 
ces committed in the Eaſt-Indies, which takes away that 
ineſtimable birthright of the ſubject, the Trial by Jury,— 
that have been urged in fayour of this meaſure, your Pe- 
titioners confeſs (with all deference to the wiſdom of your 
honourable Houſe) that its neceſſity is not apparent; and 
they humbly hope, as this part of the Act fo immediately 
affects their privileges, that they may be allowed to ſtzte 
the objections that have occurred to them on the ſubject, 


Your Petitioners highly reſpect the principle which 
equitably inclines to the ſelection of men of high rank, 
and liberal education, to determine upon charges ſuppoſed 
to involve a variety of complicated matters; and, had the 
Act provided ſuch perſons to officiate in the character of 
Jurors only, your Petitioners do nat conceive any poſſible 
objection that could haye be made to them. But the new 
Judicature has nothing like that ſeparate and diſtinct 
character which is performed by a Jury. The tribunal 
is to conſiſt of a certain number of Commiſſioners drawn 
by ballot from the Members of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment; to which are to be added, three of the Judges of 
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his Majeſty's Courts, The whole amounting to Thirteen, 
of whom Seven (including one of the Judges) are to form | 
a quorum, and to meet and adjourn from time to time, 
as they think fit. By this means your Petitioners hum- 
bly conceive the Court itſelf muſt be in a ſtate of con. 
ſtant fluctuation during every trial. The ſame Com- 
miſſioners will not he preſent at the examination of all 
the evidence; and it may ſa happen, if the trial be long, 
that the majority of thoſe preſent at the time of paſſing 
judgment, may conſiſt of Members that have attended 
but little, or perhaps nat at all, during the examination 
of the evidence, A Court fo conſtituted, cannot, we 
humbly conceive, take in all the circumſtances of a trial, 
fo as to paſs judgment with a fafe conſcience, An or- 
dinary Juryman does not venture to pronounce upon the 
truth of an accuſation, unleſs he hears ' the whole evi- 
dence himſelf. But in this new Court, the two diftinct 
offices of Judge and Jury (incompatiþle by the conſtitu- 
tion) are to be performed by the ſame perſons, the fact 
too is to be found by men who attend partially during 
the examination of evidence. The judgment is pro- 
nounced © according to the effect of the judgment of 
common law,” by a Court, the major part of which can- 
not be ſuppoſed, from the want of — — knowledge, 
competent to ſuch legal deciſions. © Your Petitioners ob- 
ſerve, with concern too, chat from: wo Court there tes 
no appeal, 


Your Petitioners humbly ſubmit, with the greateſt * 
ference and reſpect, that his Majeſty's Courts, before the 
inſtitution of this new tribunal, were adequate to the trial 


of all offences committed in India, without touching in the 
ſmalleſt 


18 


ſmalleſt degree upon the conſtitutional rights of the 
— ſubject. 


* 


Your Petitioners further beg leave to ſhew, that, by the 
goth Clauſe of the faid Act, “All writings tranſmitted 
from the Eaſt Indies to the Court of Directors, by their 
cc officers or ſervants, in the uſual courſe of correſpon- 
4 dence, and copies of all writings, which ſhall have been 
< tranſmitted by the Court of Directors, or any Com- 
© mittee of them, to their officers and ſervants in the 
4 Eaſt Indies, and which in any manner relate to the 
« ſybject matter of the charge to be contained in the in- 
< formation, or the defence to be made, may be admitted 
& as evidence, and not be deemed inadmiſſible or incom- 
cc petent, unleſs upon objections ariſing upon the nature 
« of the contents of ſuch writings, ſubject, nevertheleſs, to 
« be impeached in point of credibility, by ſuch obſerva- 
“ tions and objections as the nature of ſuch evidence, or 
« other circumſtances, may ſuggeſt, any rule * the c com- 
“ mon law to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 


Your Petitioners are apprehenſive that the above Clauſe 
admits of too great a latitude in the conſtruction of writ- 
ten evidence, by allowing a diſcretionary power in the 
Court, to admit all writings, of whatever nature, entered 
upon the Records and Conſultations of the Company; 
and, among the reſt, the Letters of Government, and of 
individuals, containing matters of repreſentation and 
opinion; whereas, we conceive, that the admiſſion of pub- 
lic writings ought ſtrictly to be confined to orders from 
the Court of Directors, and government and military or- 
ders proved to have been regularly communicated to the 


pay 
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party at the time, and thoſe iſſued by him, if in com- 
mand, or in ſtation diſtant from the Prefidency, With 
this ſtrict limitation, ſuch writings might be received in 
evidence, ſubject to impeachment in point of credibility, 
according to the nature of ſuch evidence; but all other 
writings, ſent from this country in the uſual courſe” of 
public correſpondence, ought, your Petitioners conceives 
at once be declared inadmiſſible, , 


The great diſtance at which your Petitioners, reſide 
from the ſeat of the Britiſh empire, has induced them to 
ſtate their circumſtances under this new Act, more at 
large, and with a more pointed view to the means of re- 
dreſs than they ſhould otherwiſe have done: they truſt, 
however, to the candour of your Honourable Houſe for 
their excuſe; and to the wiſdom and juſtice of Parlia- 
ment, and of their moſt gracious Sovereign, for relief in 
the object of their Petition ; and they entertain a favour- 
able, and even an auſpicious hope of ſucceſs from the ſa- 
cred motives which have guided them in this purſuit, and 
the high reſpect with which they have endeavoured to 
mark their proceedings. 


Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Ho- 
nourable Houſe will vote a repeal of thoſe Clauſes in the 
ſaid Act of Parliament, which have given ſuch juſt cauſe 
of uneaſineſs and alarm to your Petitioners ; and that your 
Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to grant ſuch further 
and general relief in the premiſes, as to your Honourable 
Houfe ſhall ſeem meet. 


AR ye your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 
The 
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The Chairman then moved that the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the gentlemen who had prepared 
the Addreſs and Petitions. This motion was cartied 
unanimouſly. 


Te Honourable LicutenantsCalonel Cathcatt en 
mentioned the following requeſt of the gentlemen ſelected 
to draw up the Addreſs and Petitions : That it be minuted 
on the Proceedings of this Meeting, © That they thought 
ic proper to Expreſs their moſt cordial thanks to Charles 
* Oakley, and Stephen Popham, Eſqrs. for the able and 
r zealous afliſtance afforded by them on this occaſion :** 
which was unanimouſly agreed to. 


4 Tue Meeting afterwards came to the following 

1 | Reſolutions. 

4 © Reſolved, That the Addreſs and Petitions be written 
1-0 fair, and left at the Town-Hall for the ſignature of the 

| Britiſh Inhabitants at the Preſidency, and be aſterwards 
tranſmitted to the ſeveral ſubordinate and out-garriſons, 


Reſelded, That the Chairman be requeſted. to ſend to 
the Honourable the Preſident and Council copies of the 


Addrefs and Petitions, for their informations, and that 
of the Court of Directors. 
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Neſalved, That Mr. Porcher be requeſted to convey the 
acknowledgments of this Meeting to the gentlemen who 
form the Calcutta Committe, for the early and obliging 
communication of their proceedings through Mr. Van- 
ſittart, and to ſend, at the ſame time, a copy of theſe 
minutes, 


2 | Reſelved, 
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Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to 


the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Cathcart for the can- 
did information he had given, and the ready diſpoſition 
ſhewn by him to promote the purpoſes of this Meeting; 
and that he be requeſted, as a member of the Honourable 
the Houſe of Commons, to tranſmit the Petitions intended 
for both Houſes of Parliament, in ſuch manner as he ſhall 
think moſt conſiſtent with the forms of each Houſe, 


Reſobued; That the Chairman be requeſted to expedite 
the ſignature to the Addreſs and Petitions, and to tranſmit. 
them in triplicate to Europe by the earlieſt and ſafeſt op- 
portunities ; and, as ſome expences will be incurred for 
fees of office in England, that the Chairman be requeſted 
and authorized to defray them, 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting he given to 
the Grand Jury, for having requeſted the Sheriff to con- 


vene the Britiſh Inhabitants, 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be _ 
John Snow, Eſq. for his ready compliance with the re- 
queſt of the Grand Jury. 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to 
William Wynch, Efq. for the able and attentive conduct 
he has manifeſted as Chairman of this Mecting. 

WILLIAM WYNCH, Chairman, 
JOHN SNOW, Sheriff. 
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At a Meeting of the Britiſh Inhabitants beld at 

. the Town-Hall of Fort St. George, on Thurſday 

the 29th Day of September, 1785, in Conſe- 
quence of a Summons of John Snow, Eig. are 
Sheriff of the Jaid Town. 


The Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Cathcart in- 
forming the Chairman of the Meeting that an opportunity 
now offers of tranſmitting one tranſcript of the Addreſs 
and Petitions to England, which will, in all probability, 
bring them Lefore Parliament by the middle of April 
next; and that, if it be the wiſh of the Meeting, he will, 
with pleaſure, ſend them home by that opportunity. 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, As it is of the utmoſt importance 
the Addreſs and Petitions ſhould arrive in time, for the 
conſideration of Parliament, during the September of 


1786. 


And as this deſirable purpoſe can be effected only by 
embracing the preſent opportunity, 


— 


That the offer of Lieutenant-Colonel Cathcart be ac- 
cepted ; and that he be requeſted to ſend one tranſcript of 
the Addreſs and Petitions, ſigned by ſuch of the inhabi- 
tants as will be enabled, by being preſent in the neigh- 
bourhood of the ſettlement, to offer their ſignature before 
Sunday Evening, when it muſt be diſpatched, 


* Reſalued, 
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Reſolved af the ſame time, That Mr. Wynch be deſired 
to ſend the other two tranſcripts immediately to the ſubor- 
dinate and out-garriſons. 


WILLIAM WYNCH, Chairman, 
ROBERT LATHOM, Sheriff, 
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the Addreſs and Petitions, ſigned by ſuch of the inhabi- 
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2 Reſalued, 
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Reſolved af the ſame time, That Mr. Wynch be deſired 
to ſend the other two tranſcripts immediately to the ſubor- 
dinate and out-garriſons. 
WILLIAM WYNCH, Chairman, 
ROBERT LATHOM, Sheriff, 
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